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Website information for the publication of issued EU type-examinations of Notified Bodies
Pyrotechnics

Guidance documents and agreed interpretations of the Forum of Notified Bodies

Pyrotechnic Families Guidance
Theatrical pyrotechnic articles (558 kB)
Category 1-3 fireworks (449 kB)
Category 4 fireworks (818 kB)
Pyrotechnic articles for vehicles (358 kB)
Other pyrotechnic articles (112 kB)
Ignition devices (106 kB)

Guidance on conformity assessment procedures
Guidance on conformity assessment procedures (393 kB) - modules B, C2, D, E, G and H
Guidance for reporting of negative conformity assessment (292 kB)
Guidance for a practical conformity assessment (404 kB) according to module D in the automotive
industry

Studies
Final report: study on illegal sales of pyrotechnic articles destined for professional users
Executive summary: study on illegal sales of pyrotechnic articles destined for professional users

Harmonisierte Europäische Dokumente (Normen, Spezifikationen, Regeln,
etc.)

aktuelle Basisliste aus

BE 2025/337
Durchführungsbeschlüsse

Alle früheren Dokumente, die vor dem BE 2025/337 veröffentlicht wurden, verbleiben hier zunächst
zur Information.

Basisliste

Weitere Erläuterungen und Besonderheiten

Verify requirements

The New Approach Directives for the CE marking have been designed by the European Union in such
a manner that they cover all requirements for products from each of the aforementioned sectors.
Directive 2013/29/EU on Pyrotechnic Articles specifies essential safety requirements regarding high
levels of consumer protection, the safety of the public and environmental protection that the product
must meet in order for the manufacturer to affix the CE marking.
Directive 2013/29/EU covers equipment such as fireworks, theatrical pyrotechnic articles and
pyrotechnic articles for technical purposes, such as gas generators used in airbags or in seatbelt
pretensioners.

https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/43873
https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/43873
https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/29481
https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/15622/attachments/1/translations/
https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/29482
https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/29484
https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/35603
https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/35604
https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/27008
https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/15625/attachments/1/translations/en/renditions/native
https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/47302
https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/35341
https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/35342
https://product-compliance.net/lib/exe/fetch.php?media=zusatzinformationen:lex_hn:p02:be_2025-337.pdf
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The Directive excludes pyrotechnic articles intended for non-commercial use by the armed forces, the
police or fire departments, equipment falling within the scope of Directive 96/98/EC on marine
equipment, pyrotechnic articles intended for use in the aerospace industry and percussion caps
intended specifically for toys (Directive 2009/48/EC of 18 June 2009 applies in this case). Furthermore,
explosives falling within the scope of Directive 93/15/EEC on Explosives for Civil Use and ammunition
are not subject to the Directive on Pyrotechnic Articles. Finally, fireworks which are built by a
manufacturer for his own use and approved for use exclusively on its territory by the Member State in
which the manufacturer is established, and which remain on the territory of that Member State, are
also excluded from the application of the Directive.
It is necessary to consult the Directive’s Annex I to ensure that the product complies with all the
essential requirements.

Need for notified body?

Before proceeding with the assessment procedure, it is important to determine whether you, the
manufacturer, can assess your product by yourself or if you have to involve a Notified Body.
Directive 2013/29/EU on Pyrotechnic Articles always foresees the involvement of a Notified Body.
A Notified Body verifies the compliance of a product by conducting a conformity assessment. It also
ensures that the technical documentation sufficiently supports product compliance. If the Notified
Body is involved in the production control phase, its identification number will follow the CE marking.
When the Notified Body is convinced of product compliance, it will issue a certificate of conformity to
confirm this. The manufacturer will then draw up the Declaration of Conformity (DoC) to declare on
his sole responsibility conformity to the relevant Directive. The establishment of the DoC is a legal
obligation.
The Declaration of Conformity must include the manufacturer’s details such as name and address,
essential characteristics the product complies with, references to the relevant European standards
and performance data and the identification number of the Notified Body as well as a legally binding
signature on behalf of the organisation. The DoC must have the model structure set out in Annex III of
the Directive.
To find the Notified Bodies appointed by the Member States to carry out conformity assessments, the
manufacturer should consult the NANDO database – the New Approach Notified and Designated
Organisations. They can search for Notified Bodies by Directive or by country via the NANDO
homepage.

Check conformity

Directive 2013/29/EU on Pyrotechnic Articles requires a categorisation of the products in question
according to their type of use, their purpose and level of hazard, including their noise level. Article 6
of the Directive lists the different categories and their details.
All pyrotechnic articles are subject to assessment by a Notified Body; the applicable conformity
assessment procedures are laid out in Article 17 of the Directive.
Also, pyrotechnic articles are subject to age limits. The period depends on their category and might
span from 12 to 18 years. Additionally, distributors must not sell specific pyrotechnic articles to
persons without specialist knowledge, for instance in the case of pyrotechnics used for theatrical
purposes of category T2 or fireworks of category F4.
With regard to assessment procedures, the Directive allows for the following:

EU-type examination and conformity to type assessment,
EU-type examination and production quality assurance assessment,
EU-type examination and product quality assurance assessment,
unit verification assessment or,
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for fireworks of category F4 only, the full product quality assurance procedure.

All procedures are laid out in detail in Annex II to the Directive.
The manufacturer will draw up and sign the EU Declaration of Conformity.
All pyrotechnic articles require special labelling as specified in Article 10 and 11 of the Directive. The
labelling must, for instance, include the minimum age limits as indicated in Article 7(1) and (2), the
relevant category and some basic instructions for use, the year of production for specific fireworks
categories and, where appropriate, a minimum safety distance. The labelling must also for instance
include the net equivalent quantity (NEQ) of active explosive material (= net explosive content). For a
detailed overview please consult Article 10 or 11. The European Harmonised Standards EN 15947-3,
EN ISO 14451-3, EN 16256-4 and EN 16261-4 specifying the minimum labelling requirements for
different categories of pyrotechnic articles should also be taken into account.

Technical documentation

Upon successful assessment, Directive 2013/29/EU on Pyrotechnic Articles outlines different
variations for a technical documentation depending on the assessment procedure chosen, as laid out
in Annex II. The technical documents must enable the assessment of the conformity of the appliance
with the requirements of the Directive. The technical file should basically comprise:

a general description of the article,
conceptual design and manufacturing drawings and schemes of components, sub-assemblies
and circuits,
the descriptions and explanations necessary for the understanding of the conceptual design and
manufacturing drawings, the schemes of components, sub-assemblies and circuits and the
operation of the pyrotechnic article,
a list of the harmonised standards referred to in Article 8 of the Directive, applied in full or in
part, and descriptions of the solutions adopted to meet the essential safety requirements of this
Directive where the harmonised standards referred to in Article 8 of this Directive have not
been applied,
results of design calculations made and examinations carried out,
test reports.

Also, the file must contain a copy of the EU Declaration of Conformity.
The manufacturer is requested to keep copies of the technical documentation for a period of 10 years
after the last product has been placed on the market.

Affix CE marking

Once the necessary steps have been successfully completed, the logo must be affixed on the product.
The marking has to be placed visibly and legibly on the product or, if not possible due to the nature of
the product, be affixed to the packaging and to the accompanying documents.
The various components of the CE marking must have substantially the same vertical dimension and
may be not smaller than 5 mm. If the CE marking is reduced or enlarged, the proportions given in the
graduated drawing above must be respected.
When the product is subject to other Directives covering other aspects and which also provide for the
CE marking, the accompanying documents must indicate that the product also conforms to those
other Directives.
However, when one or more of those Directives allow the manufacturer, during a transitional period,
to choose which arrangements to apply, the CE marking must indicate conformity with the Directives
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applied by the manufacturer. In this case, the particularities of the Directives applied, as published in
the Official Journal of the European Union, must be given in the documents, notices or instructions
required by the Directives and accompanying such products.
If a Notified Body has been involved in the production control phase, its identification number must
also be displayed.
For consumer fireworks, according to the applicable standard, a registration number for the tracing of
products shall be marked in accordance with the following structure: XXXX - YY - ZZZZ…, where XXXX
refers to the registration number of the notified body issuing the certificate, YY refers to the category
of firework in abbreviated format (F1, F2, or F3 for category 1, 2, or 3 respectively), and where
ZZZZ… is a processing number used by the notified body.
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